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Published to coincide with MGM's 50th anniversary relaunch of the movie worldwide, this book

reveals the traumas that bedevilled the making of "The Wizard of Oz" in 1939. The book includes

interviews with surviving actors and production personnel, as well as newly uncovered photographs.
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Since this is "The Wizard of Oz: The Official 50th Anniversary Pictorial History" of the beloved 1939

film, it is not surprising that John Fricke, Jay Scarfone, and William Stillman have put together the

book that tops the "must have" list for fans of the film (after, of course, L. Frank Baum's original

novel, which just had its centennial edition come out in 1903. After an introduction by Jack Haley,

Jr., the volume's prologue, "The Marvelous Land of Oz," begins with the story of how Baum came

up with the name for Oz and looks at the history of his stories prior to the movie. Also included in

this prologue are stills from some of the vaudeville and silent movie versions (the 1925 film had

Oliver Hardy as the Tin Woodman), the original book covers for the 42 Oz stories, and Technicolor

test shots of the movie cast, which includes Judy Garland wearing a blond wig as Dorothy. By the

time you finish this prologue you will know that this book is going to be everything that you would

want as the table of contents indicates:Part One - The Oz Diary: Creating a Classic: (1) Acquisition

and Casting contrasts the signing of the cast with W.W.
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